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About an Interview

@®We Interviewed Takehumi
Sakaki who is working at
Mt.Fuji division of

Fujiyoshida city hall.

@® We asked some questions
about the impact of

Overtourism on Fujiyoshida.




Why is

Mr. Sakaki
working at
Fujiyoshida
city hall?

He is from Fujiyoshida City and he wants to contribute to his
hometown. So he would like people in the city to make more money. He
tries to tell people around the world how attractive Fujiyoshida city is not
only Mt.Fuji or something around there but also traditional industry like
textile. The city is famous for its fabric industry for a long time. Besides
he gets involved in some festivals especially in Fire festivals. People from
other countries which is 10% of all the participants joined the festivals.
He’s doing something amazing for the city. That’s why he’s working at

the city hall.




[s Fujiyoshida city sutfering

from overtourism?

Basically, they are not suffering from overtourism. However,
it does suffer from the tourists who visit Honcho Street. With
tens of thousands of people visiting the area during peak
times a day, there are numerous people who park without
permission and others who venture out onto the roadway to
take pictures. The city has posted security guards to stop
those dangerous activities. The cost is enormous, costing
several million yen a year. Since it is only a road, traffic cannot
be restricted, so the city is struggling to come up with a

countermeasure plan.



Was there an effect at charging admission
to Mt. Fuj1?

Due to the implementation of admission fees, climbing
activities have been restricted, which has contributed to
enhanced safety and enable climbers to avoid
overcrowding. Additionally, the requirement to reserve
huts in advance has provided economic benefits to local
communities by generating income. However, a notable
drawback is that these measures have raised the barriers
to climbing Mt. Fuji, thereby increasing the overall cost

for climbers.



What other industries does Fujiyoshida City have
besides Mt.Fuji?

A. Fujiyoshida City invites creators to turn vacant houses into

stylish guest houses. The purpose for this is to make people stay

at Fujiyoshida instead of Kawaguchi Ko.

A. The textile industry is thriving here, and the “hataorimachi
festival” is held to promote textile. There is momentum in
collaboration with brands, and in the future, they would like

to brand themselves as “Yoshida textile”.




