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About Rei Watanabe 

Born in Fujiyoshida City, 

Yamanashi. Graduated 

from Tsuru University with 

a degree in English 

Literature. After 

Graduation, she worked as 

a University Administrative 

Staff for 3.5 years. Now she 

has been working at the 

Fujiyoshida Residency 

Promotion Center (富士吉

田定住促進センター) for 8 

years. She loves Fujiyoshida 

and has always wanted to 

work in the neighborhood. 

As for her personal life, she belongs to a Japanese drum team in 

Fujiyoshida. They perform at Fire Festival and sometimes visit overseas 

to give performances. They have members ranging in age from 

kindergarten to 75 years old playing Japanese drums together. She feels 

at home there because she values the relationships she has with others. 

She is also good friends with Andy, the city’s CIR (Coordinator for 

International Relations). He is from Colorado, USA and was an ALT 

(Assistant Language Teacher). 

She says her job is rewarding because she gets to help people. 



About Akiya Bank 
 

《Series of flows of Akiya Bank》 

When the owner of a vacant house consults with their office, 

they conduct a survey of the property. After making the property 

livable, it is rented out or sold. Ms. Watanabe said her role is to 

act as a cushion between the owner and the real estate people. 

They mainly rent out to people who want to operate a store or 

live in the property. 
 

 

《Advantage of Akiya Bank》 

When registered in Akiya Bank, renters (under 50 years old) 

will receive 200,000 yen in housing assistance. This will promote 

immigration of young people who pay taxes and lead to the 

development of a good town. If you buy a used property, you will 

receive a subsidy of 500,000 yen from the city, and if you 

renovate your store, you will receive a subsidy of 500,000 yen. 

There is an advantage for lenders that it is easier to find tenants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Town development 

In order to accommodate those migrating to the area, the 

Akiya bank has a number of initiatives in place to make everyone 

feel welcome.  

They are in the process of creating a website, which will 

provide support for living in the area, it will showcase local 

amenities and it will also have introductory diary entries from 

people that have already migrated to the area, allowing those 

still considering whether to migrate, the opportunity to see the 

experiences of those currently living in the area. 

For people that are still unsure about moving to the area, 

the Akiya bank offers an experience of living in Fujiyoshida, this 

is to allow people the opportunity to visit the area before making 

a life changing decision. 

 

       

 



The Akiya bank also hold a monthly meet up, this creates an 

opportunity for new and current residents to interact with each 

other, the aim of this is not only to welcome new residents to the 

area, but it also helps build friendships and strengthens the 

community.  

 

There is a strong connection between the town’s 

development and the community, as more people migrate to the 

area, more shops, cafes, and other businesses can thrive.  The 

Akiya bank’s aim is not only the development of the town, but 

also the development of friendships and new experiences. 

 

 
 



Access 
 

《Contact》 

 
 

Yoshida’s Living Consultation Room 
403-0004 Shimoyoshida 3-6-24, Fujiyoshida City, Yamanashi Prefecture 

Weekdays from 10:00 to 18:00 (Saturdays and holidays are consulted by 

pre-booking.) 

Tel: 080-4170-3776 

 

《Website》 

https://fujiyoshida.viewer.kintoneapp.com/public/991ee503ccf
7dd7b977da6b1f9519ad6/ 
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