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We interviewed Ms.Watanabe who runs Kominka Yamato which is an old house restaurant located in 

Fujiyoshida. 

We will introduce her and her restaurant ! 

 

“What's she like?”  
 

She is really cheerful and nice person. She told us many stories one after another without us asking any 

questions. 

 

Her name is Karin Watanabe（渡辺果林さん）, the owner of Kominka Yamato（古民家やまと）. 

【Her Personality】 

She told us her personality like “I am very active, I have the energy to take action, but sometimes 

impatient, and also family-oriented”. she’s a friendly person to everyone. Not only Japanese people but also 

foreigners. 

 

【Her Hobbies】 

One is traveling. She loves driving a car, so she has driven from Yamanashi to Sendai or Hiroshima before. 

Another hobby is watching baseball games. She loves Shohei Ohtani very much. She closed her restaurant 

for 40 days and went to Los Angeles to see his games. By the way, she is friends with Ippei Mizuhara, a 

translator of Shohei Ohtani! She had a dinner with him! 

 

【English and Ms.Watanabe】 

She was born in Fujiyoshida and lived in the city by 15 years old. Then after, when she was 15 to 20 years 

old, she lived in Los Angeles because she was interested in abroad and English, but she explained that her 

vibe at that time was the first reason. She also had the experience as an ECC teacher（it’s an English school 

teacher）by making use of her English skills. 



“Messages from Ms.Watanabe” 
 

We received a lot of wonderful words from her. We were impressed by her comments. 

I will tell you some words. 

 

What I hate the most is “food waste.” 

 

★Through talking with her, we felt importance of food and the value of being able to eat. 

 

As long as you have one body, you can go anywhere. 

The first thing I want to tell you is to continue pursuing your dreams without 

giving up. 

 

★She encouraged us to think about our future. 

 

Be considerate of others. 

What you do to others will definitely come back to you, whether good or bad. 

Love people and be loved by people. 

I helped others and I am still connected to the person I helped. 

 

★It was impressive to see her placing great importance on connecting with people. 

 

 



“About 古民家やまと” 
 

Ms. Watanabe started this restaurant on November 1, 2016. 

That store is open day and night. 

It is also open at night as an Izakaya.（It’s a Japanese style restaurant & bar） 

 
 

“the reason why she chose an old house” 
 

At first, Kominka is an old Japanese house. It has a quaint atmosphere. It also has a sense of warmth. 

 She made use of a lot of charms of Kominka for her local restaurant. 

She bought Kominka which she runs now when her mother was 60 years old. Her mother’s dream was 

having a lot fun with many people in the Japanese old-fashioned house. Her mother doesn't like doing the 

same thing as everyone else. Eventually, she made her mother's dream come true! 

  She wants customers to feel like they’re coming their home. Giving comfort to the guests is one of the 

things she keeps in mind. She cherishes the warm atmosphere and communicating with guests friendly. 

  When she was in America, she was working at a Japanese restaurant as a part-time job. And then she 

learned about restaurant management and got to like communicating with guests. She believes that helping 

someone is her fate and she said “I want to help my mom with whatever she wants to do.” She loves her 

parents very much. 

   



 

“About a 350-yen lunch box” 
 

She started a 350-yen box lunch a few years ago. The reason why she started the 350-yen box lunch is 

that there was a large number of plastic lunch boxes left over at her restaurant by chance. She thought about 

how she could make use of them. Then she came up with a lunch box. 

Then she packed dishes and sold the lunch boxes in her spare time. Then they were sold unexpectedly 

well! Now, they are popular and loved by many people. The feature of this box lunches is handmade and 

delicious-looking like these pictures. 

 
 

 Your mouth must be watering...! 
 

She use fresh vegetables which are given by her neighbors or sold at Michinoeki（道の駅）.  

Her mother also does “home delivery”. So you can eat it easily!  

They also have arranged catering for events and TV dramas（ドラマ「相棒」）!   

The 350-yen box lunch changed to 400-yen box lunch because of the price hikes due to COVID-19. 

 But it's very cheap, isn't it? 

 

 



 

“About guests of Kominka Yamato” 
 

People who work for the nearby company or teachers at school mainly order lunch boxes. (people who 

want to eat slowly with their friends and co-workers, people who want to make it cheaper, etc.) 

After COVID-19 pandemic calmed down, the number of foreign customers guests increased rapidly. 

She helps the foreigners who were in trouble because of the heavy snow by providing free meals about 10 

years ago. (even now, those foreigners come her restaurant as customers!) 

 

“Dream of Ms. Watanabe” 
 

 Ms. Watanabe has a wonderful dream. She wants to create a children’s cafeteria, called 子ども食堂, for 

the children in orphanage. The children's cafeteria is for certain children who have been abused or orphaned. 

She always wants to keep them full and make them happy. It means she wants them to satisfy. She wants 

them to know “eating is happy”, too. 

 She also wants to create a café for foreigners so that they will feel happy to have come to Japan. She hopes 

to connect with more many people. She will make more friends in the future. 

 

She is full of compassion. We learned so many things from her not only about her restaurant but also her 

thoughts through interviewing her. 

 

Please visit her restaurant when you have time! 

 

Information: 

Address: 1-chome-7-54 Asama, 

Fujiyoshida, Yamanashi 403-0031 

Tell: 090-7237-8111 

open: 12:00-13:30（lunch） 

           By appointment only（dinner） 

＊irregular holidays 


