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About Chris 
Moore


Chris works in Kawaguchiko Town 
Office and various local schools.


 He was a history major at University 
(Modern American & Russian history), 
then a chef for 2 years, then a journalist 
for 2 years, then he moved to Japan.


Before, he worked in Canada, 
Minnesota and Wisconsins’ forests.


 

Now he is in Japan for 23 years ! 

Amazing !




Chris’ job

Chris chose to move in Kawaguchiko because it is 

a great place to live, and the job is flexible and 
interesting. And He has long summer / winter 
vacations!


He originally planned to stay for 1 year for a 
working holiday, but it became 2, then 3 then...


Concerning Chris greatest achievement, he used 
to organize a twice-yearly sports tournament for 
600 people on his own. 




“Energetic, consistent and reliable. I don’t take my 
problems to work.“ here are the words to qualify 
Chris’s work style.


Chris has some future project. Thus, he is half way 
through mapping all of the trails in Aokigahara 
forest before they become overgrown and fade 
away forever. 

His professionnal ambition is to run his own tour 
company. That’s a great idea ! 


Chris do researches with mix of books and 
internet, but mostly it’s feet on the ground, 
exploring places and things he doesn’t know.


He works  in Aokigahara’s surroundings. 



Aokigahara Forest « 樹海 »


First of all, Aokigahara was formed by Mount Fuji’s 
several eruptions, moreover it is possible to see dried 

lava flows on the ground.

There are some scary caves or chink.


T he forest is said to disturb 
some machines such as GPS, 

c o m p a s s o r c e l l - p h o n e .                    
But according to Chris it works 
perfectly so do not fear to walk in 
the forest.


Aokigahara is known to be a dark 
and almost quiet place. Trees grown on strange angles, it 
gives a scary atmosphere.


We asked Chris if the forest is 
dangerous or not: “Going off-
trail and getting lost can be 
dangerous. The terrain can be 
difficult, disorientating and 
confusing. The danger from 
wild animals or humans is 
very small. Stay on trail and it is very safe."




A very good place 
for nature’s lovers

You can easily access Aokigahara : The Blue or Green Line 
buses from Kawaguchiko station can take you there. If you 
feel in good shape, rent a bicycle!

If you take the Green Line bus, you have to stop to the 45  
Lava Cave. It is around 1500 円. 


According to Chris,  “Aokigahara area has everything for 
a person who loves to be outdoors. You can spend a whole 

day in the forest or in the hills 
without seeing a single person. 
It’s a great stress reliever.”





Chris met several animals 
in the forest. It is a really 
good place for a 
photographer. You can see 
on his photos how he loves 
and respect nature. 




As said before, Chris usually met animals ; he has a talent 
for meeting badgers. He has learnt how get them to 
approach him (stay very, very still and wear a hat). 


He often meet ‘Kamoshika’, but as he said, they don’t like 
him. 


He met a few bears, 
and they always give 
him a fright.


What birds inspire Chris ? 

According to him, seeing a Goshawk if the forest is a good 

day. 

Hearing a Green Pigeon in 

spring is also a great 
Aokigahara moment. 

He also enjoys watching 
crows, they are smart 
and cunning.


Japan has many endemic 
a n i m a l s . B a d g e r s , 

squirrels, macaques, serows and a few birds. Invasive 
species are becoming a problem in the area.


Some animals such as deer and boar may be hunted.




The darkness of Aokigahara


All of us know how Aokigahara’s forest is known for 
beeing a place to commit 
suicide.


People commit suicide to be 
generally tend to bring quite a 
few possession with them. 


5 0 p e o p l e a y e a r k i l l 
themselves in the forest and the 
only was found a fraction of 
them up they will never been 
found. 





C h r i s h a s  
found a few 
c o r p s e s , 
“some of them 
never leave your head and you never get 
used to finding one.”


When we asked him if he met strange 
things: 


“I saw some naked hikers one time. It was autumn, cool, 
and they were completely naked. Very friendly though." 



Chris’s tourism recommendations.

“Fuji area has lakes, forests, mountains and wonderful 
nature”




-If you only have 1 or 2 days, what is the best spot to visit ?

“I think the new Fuji Twin Terrace viewing platform is really 
good. Renting a bicycle and cycling around Kawaguchiko & 
Saiko is also well recommended for a great all day adventure. 
Rent a kayak and get on the lake, visit Unoshima island. Don’t 
waste any time here queueing for restaurants or roller 
coasters, pack a lunch and get outside!”




For Chris, the best hiking spot to see Mount Fuji is

Oomuro-yama 大室山 . It’s in the forest, a bit tricky to climb 

because there is no easy to follow trail, but the view from 
the top is world class. It’s a special place. Koyo-dai is a 
more accessible alternative.


